
Summer Reading for 2018 

Honors English 9 

Welcome to ninth grade Honors English!  Below is a list of materials needed to complete your 

summer reading assignment: 

MATERIALS: 

1.  You will need a photocopy of the abridged version of Odyssey that will be distributed in May 

to all students who have enrolled in Honors English 9. You may write in the booklet. The 

editor’s questions have been included. You may answer them if you choose to ensure your 

comprehension; however, completing these questions is NOT part of the summer assignment. 

2. You will also be issued the Collections literature book. (Please realize that this text belongs to 

the school.  You may NOT write in it, and not returning it will result in a fine of $72.50.) 

The following pieces are required reading, too: 

a. “Deep Survival”  (pages 325-334) 

b. “Is Survival Selfish”  (pages 317-320) 

c. “The Journey”  (page 442) 

d. “The Real Reasons We Explore Space” (pages 433-436) 

 

3. Several examples of brief 500 word essays that are part of a series called “This I Believe” are 

posted on the internet at the following website: http://thisibelieve.org/essays/featured/.   Read 

over these and use them as a model for the following assignment.  One such essay has been 

included in this packet. 

 

ASSIGNMENT: 

1. Read the abridged version of Odyssey and make annotations in the margins.  These 

annotations will be checked and randomly chosen pages will be graded on the first day of 

school.  Annotating texts is a vital skill for those who wish to excel and can only be mastered 

with practice. It also enables readers to become involved with the text, the first requirement in 

transforming their attitude toward it.  Instead of passively allowing their eyes to go over the 

words on the page, effective readers can take note of what is happening and record it.   This is 

typically accomplished by a combination of underlining/ highlighting the text itself AND by 

writing notes in the margin.  What’s worthy of your highlighter and note-taking?  Ask the text: 

A. Are new characters being introduced?  If so, what details does the author share based on 

direct description or the characters’ own words and actions? 

B. What is the location, and what helps readers visualize what is it like? How does the time 

period make the characters’ actions believable. 

C. What is the overall action on each page? (Conversation, fight, escape, encounter, reunion, 

etc.) Write this phrase-summary in the top or side margin. 

D. Is there any foreshadowing or irony? If so, mark and label it. 

http://thisibelieve.org/essays/featured/


E. Does the author use any distinctive poetic devices—simile, personification, metaphor, 

etc.—or imagery? If so, mark and label them. 

F. After re-reading a difficult passage, what questions remain? Jot these in the margin, too. 

G. Go ahead and note predictions and your personal reactions in a word or short phrase: 

Wow! It’s about time! Disgusting!  

Reading should become a conversation; the book talks to the reader.  What is the reader 

saying back to the book?  Not only will “active readers” better understand what they have 

read; should that reader be asked a question about the text, the highlighting and margin notes 

will allow the reader to find and review the targeted passages more quickly and 

easily.  Annotating texts is an expectation for all assigned readings in Honors English.  

These annotations will help you complete the assignments described in this packet and 

prepare for Socratic seminars/class discussions.  

2. Annotate the four selections in the Collections book as well, using a separate piece of paper or 

“sticky notes.  Focus on the main idea or “claim” and the supporting reasons and evidence. 

 

3.Write a “This I Believe” essay from the persona of one of the characters in Odyssey.  Your 

evidence should come from the epic; your claim and support should be accurately reflect the 

beliefs of the character, inferred from the character’s own words and actions; from the comments 

and treatment they receive from other characters; from what the narrator shares directly.  

Remember to view sample essays on the website listed above under “Materials.”  When it is time 

to write 

 

 Use MLA format for the heading. 

 Use size 12 Times New Roman, Calibri or Arial font. Double space. 

 Demonstrate mastery of correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation and other conventions. 

 The 500-word limit will require that wording is efficient. 

 Citations should be formatted correctly.  Throughout your academic career, you will find 

purdueowl.com an invaluable advisor when it comes to formatting a Works Cited page and 

the subsequent citations.  It provides many examples of entries in MLA format so that writers 

can choose a model most similar to their situation. Citing your summer reading is a bit tricky, 

though, and requires a hybrid combination of models. 

 First, the edition you read was part of a collection or anthology; the title of the “big book” as 

well as the editor(s) must be included, especially since in an abridged version, the editorial 

staff provides the bridge summaries.  Second, you read a translation, meaning the word 

choices may be slightly different from another edition translated by someone else; thus, the 

translator must be identified, too.  

 

For a Works Cited page, the entry would look like this: 

Homer. “The Odyssey.” Translated by Robert Fitzgerald. Elements of Literature: Elements of the 

Epic, Edited by David Adam Leeming. Austin, TX: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 1989, pp. 711-

802.  

The in-text citations should refer your readers to the correct source: 



(Homer 5.281-284).     The first number is the “book” and the last numbers are the lines, which 

are numbered in text.  FYI: A very similar format is used for Shakespeare’s plays, cited by act, 

scene, and lines.) 

(Leeming 758) If the citation comes from the editor’s summary, cite by his name and the page 

number. 

 

4. Complete an outline that will be used as a prewriting tool for the actual creation of an essay at 

the beginning of next school year.  Make sure you use all five texts when providing support and 

in-text citations.  YOU ARE NOT ACTUALLY WRITING THE ESSAY; YOU ARE ONLY 

COMPLETING THE OUTLINE AT THIS TIME.  The prompt of the essay:  What attributes are 

required to complete a successful journey?  

 

DEADLINES: 

1. The outline and “This I Believe” essay must be submitted in person or by mail no 

later than July 31, 2018: 
 

Lakota West Freshman School 

Attention: Summer Reading 

5050 Tylersville Road 

West Chester, Ohio 45069 

 

2. The annotations are due the first day of school.  Make sure you bring your abridged 

version of Odyssey and be ready to turn it in to your teacher.  Any annotations that 

cannot be turned in at this time will receive a 10% deduction per day.   

 

 

THE SUMMER READING IS WORTH 65 POINTS.  IT IS ALSO THE BASIS FOR 

FURTHER TEST AND ESSAY GRADES.  NOT COMPLETING IT CAREFULLY WILL 

NEGATIVELY IMPACT THE ENTIRE SEMESTER GRADE FOR THIS COURSE. A 

REMINDER: YOU WERE RECOMMENDED FOR HONORS ENGLISH BECAUSE OF 

YOUR APTITUDE; YOU CAN DO THIS!  

 

SHOULD YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, TEACHERS CHECK EMAIL ONCE A WEEK 

DURING THE SUMMER.  PLEASE INCLUDE ALL THREE TEACHERS WHEN YOU 

SEND THE EMAIL SINCE CLASSES HAVE NOT BEEN FINALIZED: 

 

Kendra Herber       kendra.herber@lakotaonline.com   

Tracie Kleman       traciekleman@lakotaonline.com 

Beth Lange             beth.lange@lakotaonline.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name _____________________________________ 

 

Prompt: What attributes are required to complete a successful journey? 

 

Claim:       

       

        

(Remember, a claim cannot be a mere statement of fact; there should be an element of 

controversy—someone somewhere may not agree with the claim above.) 

A. Attribute #1 (Listed as a topic sentence)       

       

        

1. Supporting Evidence from Odyssey:        

       

       

       

       

        

2. Supporting Evidence from one of the other 4 texts:       

       

       

       

        

B. Attribute #2 (Listed as a topic sentence):        

       

        

1. Supporting Evidence from Odyssey:        

       

       

       

       

        



2. Supporting Evidence from one of the other 4 texts (don’t use the same text you used 

from section A):        

       

        

C. Attribute #3:        

       

       

        

1. Supporting Evidence from Odyssey:         

       

       

       

       

        

2. Supporting Evidence from one of the other two texts that you have NOT used yet:  

       

       

       

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Joy and Enthusiasm of Reading 

 
August 29, 200512:00 AM ET  

Commentary heard on Morning Edition  

Rick Moody  

 
 

Rick Moody is a writer of short stories and novels, many of which explore disintegrating family bonds in suburban 

America. He lives on Long Island and co-founded the Young Lions Book Award at the New York Public Library.   

I believe in the absolute and unlimited liberty of reading. I believe in wandering through the stacks and picking out 

the first thing that strikes me. I believe in choosing books based on the dust jacket. I believe in reading books 

because others dislike them or find them dangerous. I believe in choosing the hardest book imaginable. I believe in 

reading up on what others have to say about this difficult book, and then making up my own mind. 

Part of this has to do with Mr. Buxton, who taught me Shakespeare in 10th grade. We were reading Macbeth. Mr. 

Buxton, who probably had better things to do, nonetheless agreed to meet one night to go over the text line by line. 

The first thing he did was point out the repetition of motifs. For example, the reversals of things ("fair is foul and 

foul is fair"). Then there was the unsexing of Lady Macbeth and the association in the play of masculinity with 

violence.  

What Mr. Buxton didn't tell me was what the play meant. He left the conclusions to me. The situation was much the 

same with my religious studies teacher in 11th grade, Mr. Flanders, who encouraged me to have my own 

relationship with the Gospels, and perhaps he quoted Jesus of Nazareth in the process. "Therefore speak I to them in 

parables: Because they seeing, see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand."  

High school was followed by college, where I read Umberto Eco's Role of the Reader, in which it is said that the 

reader completes the text, that the text is never finished until it meets this voracious and engaged reader. The open 

texts, Eco calls them. In college, I read some of the great Europeans and Latin Americans: Borges and Kafka, Genet 

and Beckett, Artaud, Proust — open texts all. I may not have known why Kafka's Metamorphosis is about a guy 

who turns into a bug, but I knew that  

some said cockroach, and others, European dung beetle.  

There are those critics, of course, who insist that there are right ways and wrong ways to read every book. No doubt 

they arrived at these beliefs through their own adventures in the stacks. And these are important questions for 

philosophers of every stripe. And yet I know only what joy and enthusiasm about reading have taught me, in 

bookstores new and used. 

I believe there is not now and never will be an authority who can tell me how to interpret, how to read, how to find 

the pearl of literary meaning in all cases. Nietzsche says, "Supposing truth is a woman – what then?" Supposing the 

truth is not hard, fast, masculine, simple, direct? You could spend a lifetime thinking about this sentence, and 

making it your own. In just this way, I believe in the freedom to see literature, history, truth, unfolding ahead of me 

like a book whose spine has just now been cracked. 

http://www.npr.org/programs/morning-edition/2005/08/29/12932443/

